Saturday, June 28, 2003

1 Samuel 23:1 – 29
http://www.abu.nb.ca/ecm/photo/maps/map5.gif 
The link above is to a pretty good map of Palestine at the time of David. Here are some locations in today’s passage:


Keilah -- about eight miles northwest of Hebron.


Ziph – most scholars think that it is a site about three miles southwest of Hebron


Maon – (“refuge”) An area about eight miles from Hebron.


En-gedi – An oasis about 18 miles southeast of Hebron on the west coast of the Dead Sea.


http://www.imagesoftheworld.org/Israel/Israel0004.html (Link to photos of En-gedi today)

These distances seem insignificant to us, but this was a time before easy transportation or communication. The good roads of Rome (some still in use today) were yet unimagined in David’s time.  The area was also made up of city-states, each claiming small areas of land. These frequently waged war on one another.  In such a situation, is was possible for David to stay out of Saul’s hands though he remained in a relatively small area. 

Also in today’s reading Abiathar becomes David’s priest. He had brought the ephod (the outer priestly garment designed according to God’s plan in Moses’ time) with him after his father’s murder. On it were the stones used for determining God’s answers to David’s questions. Abiathar would later become high priest in David’s kingdom. 

